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Australian Government Renewable 
Energy Policy Framework

• A mix of “Push” and “Pull” policies and 
measures to address all stages of development cycle

� Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme� Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme

� 20 per cent by 2020 Renewable Energy Target

� AUD$4.5 billion Clean Energy Initiative

� Solar Grant Programs



Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme

• A cap and trade emissions trading scheme under a
national target range for 2020 of  - 5% to -25%  
below 2000 levels

• Scheme will cover around 75% of Australia's 
emissions: will initially exclude emissions from 
agriculture, land-use change and international fuels.

• Legislation is currently consideration by Parliament. 

• Scheme to commence 1 July 2011. 



20% Renewable Energy Target

· A tradable renewable energy certificate scheme to 
ensure that 20 per cent of Australia’s electricity 
comes from renewable energy by 2020.

· This equates to 45,000GWh of new renewable 
energy generation by 2020.

· The RET is Australia’s primary policy mechanism 
for encouraging investment in the deployment of 
new renewable energy generation.

· Is largely technology neutral to promote least cost 
outcome.
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Clean Energy Initiative

• $4.5 billion initiative announced in May 2009 
Budget

• Complementary to Emissions Trading and 
Renewable Energy TargetRenewable Energy Target

• Three components:
� Solar Flagships and Australian Solar Institute (ASI)
� Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) Flagships and 

National Low Emissions Coal Initiative (NLECI)
� Australian Centre for Renewable Energy (ACRE) 



Solar Flagships

• $1.5 billion over 6 years
• Construction and demonstration of 

up to four large-scale solar 
power stationspower stations

• Target to generate 1000MW of 
electricity generation

• Solar thermal, photovoltaic 
and energy storage 
technologies



Australian Solar Institute (ASI)

• $100 million Government funding
• ASI aims to:

� Support solar research and development
� Encourage collaboration between researchers and institutions� Encourage collaboration between researchers and institutions
� Increase the cost-effectiveness of solar technologies
� Accelerate the capacity of Australian solar industries

• ASI initial funding providing $15 million to 
establish three foundation projects



Australian Centre for Renewable Energy 
(ACRE)

• $100 million body promoting development, 
commercialisation and deployment of 
renewable energy technologies. 

• ACRE’s activities may include:• ACRE’s activities may include:
� supporting focussed, collaborative, high priority technology 

research
� supporting and advising government, industry and the 

community in the promotion, development and implementation 
of renewable technologies

� Relevant research and development
� Supporting growth in skills and capacity in renewable 

technologies



Other ACRE programs

• ACRE will also manage the following existing 
renewable energy programs:

� The $300 million Renewable Energy Demonstration 
Program (REDP)Program (REDP)

� The $15 million Second Generation Biofuels 
Research and Development Program (Gen 2)

� The $50 million Geothermal Drilling Program (GDP)



Solar Grant Programs


