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Your Excellency Mr. Manmohan Singh, Your ExcellemMdy. Mohammed Nasheed, President of
the Maldives, distinguished Ministers, Ambassadiadies and gentlemen,

| am delighted to be back in India, a beautifuyedse country, with an ancient
civilization and creative people. Having servedha Chinese Embassy in Delhi, in the 1980s, |
am truly impressed to see the great changes t@katg today.

Historically, India has contributed little to gldb@arming. Today, India is a rapidly
developing economy, yet its per-capita emissiongie low in comparison with developed
countries. The United Nations Department of Ecomoamd Social Affairs is honoured to co-
organize this conference on climate change anatdoby with India, building on last year’'s
conference in China.

The Delhi Conference takes place at a critical juirgcin the climate negotiations — just
six weeks before COP-15 in Copenhagen. The highl yparticipation here reflects this
meeting’s importance. Yet, our purpose here igmoiegotiate. This is an opportunity for
informal and very frank discussions — to move ta@nsensus on technology issues where
there is still no meeting of minds.

We know that modern technology will be absolutedntcal to humanity’s response to

climate change. We also know what the tough isaues

» How to foster closer technology cooperation betwammtries, between enterprises and
between the public and private sectors?
How to ensure technologies are widely shared?
How to build capacity in developing countries t@uadapt and develop climate change
technologies?
How to make technologies — for clean energy, mikigeand adaptation — affordable in
all countries?
How, in the area of intellectual property, to redvarnovation while accelerating
diffusion?
And what sort of international institutional mecksamn should support technology
cooperation, transfer and capacity building?
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Innovation in low-emissions technology still takdace largely in the developed
countries. Given time, developing countries wib, doubt, make increasing contributions to this
technology development.

But climate change demands urgent action and rapa# diffusion. The world cannot
afford to wait for these technologies to follow tigual path of gradual diffusion, from rich to
middle-income to poor countries. Let me be bluidbgl climate policy will succeed — or fail —
depending on whether it brings low-emissions tetdigies and technologies for adaptation
within the reach of poor countries, and poor comitnes) without further delay.

Having contributed the least to climate changegtging countries are the most
vulnerable to its impacts. Yet, failure to addrédsschallenge would be disastrous for the whole
planet.

The full arsenal of climate-friendly technologi¢®ald be mobilized for the fight against
climate change. International technology coopenadind knowledge sharing can ensure that
mature technologies — like those for energy efficie— are widely adopted.

Other technologies, such as many renewables, ameneccially available, but still not
accessible to the majority of people. Indeed, acteglectricity remains unreliable and
expensive for the average citizen in the developmgntries, where the demand for energy is
growing the fastest. Renewables widen the affotiplgiap even further.

That is why, in UNDESA's latedMor|d Economic and Social Survey, we advocate a big
investment push on renewable energy in developpugtcies. Such a push would accelerate
technological learning and cost reductions, sodlegtn energy becomes affordable to all —
sooner rather than later. This will require stramgrnational financial support to developing
countries, given the scale of the investments waaland the still high costs of renewables.

Financial support also needs to be scaled up ierdod developing countries, in
particular the most vulnerable, to be able to aegand develop technologies for adaptation.

Ladies and gentlemen,

The sooner countries are able to shift onto lowssmns paths and to strengthen their
resilience to climate change’s impacts, the beltteprognosis for humanity and the planet. We
have a responsibility to find ways to make thatgeap

This meeting can send a clear message to Copenhlagethere is a way forward on
technology cooperation and technology sharing,tbaewill enable the international community
to tackle both climate change and poverty, to prenttevelopment and save the planet, in the
apt title of ourWorld Economic and Social Survey.

| hope that our discussions will result in someaclanswers, which we can send to
Copenhagen through our Indian hosts. | wish yoa &llitful and productive meeting.



